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cybervictimization?
The experiences of youth and young adults, 
including those from the 2SLGBTQIA+ and 
persons with disabilities communities

Introduction
Using data from a custom request to the 2019 Canadian Health Survey 
of Children and Youth (CHSCY) and the 2018 Survey of Safety in Public 
and Private Spaces (SSPPS), this product explores the prevalence of 
cybervictimization experiences among youth (12 to 17 years) and 
young adults (18 to 29 years), including those from the 2SLGBTQIA+ 
and persons with disabilities communities. 
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2 — Key terms & Findings

Key terms
Cybervictimizationi

Can be described as intentional and repeated 
harm done through the use of technology. People 
on the receiving end of this harm are considered 
cyber victims.ii

Prevalence
The percentage of people in a group who share a 
common experience (e.g., cybervictimization) in a 
specific time period. 

Findings1

1 The data described in this product are descriptive, and no statistical tests were conducted. All interpretations are based on 
the percentages listed. Back to the text

Almost 50% of young adults who identified as 2SLGBTQIA+ experienced cybervictimization. 
They were more than twice as likely to experience it as non-2SLGBTQIA+ young adults. 
The largest difference between groups was in the prevalence of young adults who had reported being 
victimized by the posting and distribution of intimate or sexually explicit materials without consent. 

2SLGBTQIA+ young adults were five times more likely to experience this type of cybervictimization 
compared to their non-2SLGBTQIA+ counterparts.

Figure 1: Prevalence of cybervictimization among young adults aged 18 to 29, by sexual/gender diversity, 2018iii
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Note: Percentages of 2SLGBTQIA+ and non-2SLGBTQIA+ young adults do not add to 100 percent as some respondents 
chose not to disclose their sexual and gender identity. In addition, cybervictimization percentages do not add up to 
100 percent because respondents could also choose multiple response categories.



3 — Findings

The prevalence of cybervictimization among youth was greater for older youth compared to 
younger youth.
The prevalence of cybervictimization among boys was greatest for 15-year‑olds, while the prevalence 
of cybervictimization among girls was greatest for 17-year-olds. 

Figure 2: Prevalence of cybervictimization (any type) among youth aged 12 to 17, by age and gender, 2019iv
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The gap in cybervictimization prevalence rates between 2SLGBTQIA+ young adults and their 
non-2SLGBTQIA+ counterparts was largest in young adulthood. 
While non-2SLGBTQIA+ young adults in the older age groups reported less cybervictimization, 
2SLGBTQIA+ young adults from each age group  continued to experience high rates of 
cybervictimization, with the highest rates reported for young adults between the ages of 22 and 25.

Figure 3: Prevalence of cybervictimization (any type) among young adults aged 18 to 29, by age group 
and sexual/gender diversity, 2018v
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2SLGTBQIA+ young adults also 
reported higher rates of physical 
victimization (86%) compared 
to non-2SLGTBQIA+ young 
adults (54%). In particular, they 
reported high rates of unwanted 
behaviours in public (75%) and 
at work (53%), including physical 
and sexual assault (18%) 
committed by someone other 
than an intimate partner.vi 



4 — Findings & Conclusion

The prevalence of cybervictimization among young adults was greater among those who 
reported more severe disabilities.
Compared to young adults with no disability, young adults with mild disabilities were nearly twice as 
likely to be cybervictimized and young adults with moderate to severe disabilities were nearly three 
times as likely to be cybervictimized.

Across all disability classes, young women were more likely to experience cybervictimization than 
young men.

Figure 4: Prevalence of cybervictimization (any type) among young adults aged 18 to 29, by severity2 of disability 
and gender, 2018vii
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Note: Percentages will not add to 100 because some respondents chose not to disclose their sexual and gender identity.

2	 Severity scores increase with the number of disability types, the level of difficulty associated with the disability and the 
frequency of the activity limitation. The name assigned to each class is simply intended to facilitate use of the severity score. It 
is not a label or judgement concerning the person’s level of disability. Back to the text

Conclusion
While these new data answer some questions about the prevalence of cybervictimization across 
gender, sexuality, disability, and age, more research is needed to better understand the prevalence of 
cybervictimization among these groups. For example, research could explore the factors related to higher 
rates of cyberbullying among 2SLGBTQIA+ and disabled youth and young people. It could also investigate 
the impacts of compounding victimization on youth and young adults from these communities. 
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