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Where is Cyberbullying 
happening?
The prevalence of cyberbullying among youth 
and young adults by location in Canada

Introduction
Using data from the 2019 Canadian Health Survey of Children and 
Youth (CHSCY) and the 2018 Survey of Safety in Public and Private 
Spaces (SSPPS), this product explores the prevalence of 
cyberbullying experiences among youth (aged 12 to 17) and 
young adults (aged 18 to 29) by Canadian geographic location.
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2 — Key terms

Key terms

Cyberbullyingi

Any behaviour performed 
through electronic or digital 
media by people or groups 
that repeatedly communicates 
hostile or aggressive messages 
intended to inflict harm or 
discomfort to others.

Prevalence
The percentage of people 
in a group who share a 
common experience (e.g., 
cyberbullying) in a specific 
time period.

Indigenous
The term Indigenous is used 
to refer to all First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit people. This 
was a self-selected identity 
survey question.

North-South boundary 
The northern category comprises the three 
territories as well as portions of Newfoundland 
and Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. 
The southern category comprises provinces 
that are in whole or in part in the South and 
include portions of Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia.

Figure 1: Census of population, North and South, 2016ii

Urban
Urban areas are those continuously built-
up areas having a minimum population 
concentration of 1,000 persons and a 
population density of at least 400 persons per 
square kilometer.iii

Rural
Rural areas have concentrations or 
densities below a concentration of 1,000 
persons and a population density of at least 
400 persons per square kilometer.iv



3 — Findings

Findings1

1 The data described below are descriptive, meaning that no statistical tests were conducted. All interpretations are 
based on the percentages listed. Back to the text.

Across all provinces and territories, at least 1 in 5 youth and young adults experienced 
cyberbullying. 

The prevalence of cyberbullying among youth was highest for those living in Nunavut and Nova Scotia.

Figure 2: Prevalence of cyberbullying among youth aged 12 to 17, by province and territory of residence, 2019v
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E Use with caution due to low response rates. Not enough respondents answered these specific 
questions to confidently assert that the data point is representative of the Canadian population.vi

The prevalence of cyberbullying among young adults was highest for those living in the 
Northwest Territories.

Figure 3: Prevalence of cyberbullying among young adults aged 18 to 29, by province and territory of residence, 2018vii
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4 — Findings

Indigenous youth and young adults in the northern category had a higher prevalence of 
cyberbullying than their non-Indigenous counterparts.

Figure 4: Prevalence of cyberbullying among youth aged 12 to 17, by Indigenous identity, Northern/Southern 
Category, 2019viii
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Figure 5: Prevalence of cyberbullying among young adults aged 18 to 29, by Indigenous identity, Northern/
Southern Category, 2018ix
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5 — Findings

Indigenous youth, no matter where they lived, had a higher prevalence of cyberbullying 
compared to non-Indigenous youth. 
Among all youth, the prevalence of cyberbullying was highest for Indigenous youth living in the rural 
northern category. 

Among only non-Indigenous youth, the prevalence of cyberbullying was highest for those living in the 
urban northern category. 

Figure 6: Prevalence of cyberbullying among youth aged 12 to 17, by Indigenous identity, Northern/Southern 
Category and Size of Population, 2019x 
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6 — Conclusion

Conclusion
The prevalence of cyberbullying among youth and young adults in Canada varied when comparing 
by the location or Indigenous identity of those being cybervictimized. More research on the nature of 
cyberbullying experiences across Canada is needed to better understand the relationship between 
location and experiences of cyberbullying for youth and young adults.
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